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General equations are derived for the dynamics of a fluid under initial stress in an arbitrary po-
tential field and perturbed from equilibrium. The motion is described in terms of the displacements of
the fluid particles from their equilibrium position. A elass of equations is obtained which is applicable
to large displacements. Complete linearization leads to two types of equations. One type called “un-
modified’’ corresponds to the viewpoint of the theory of elasticity. The “modified’’ equations repre-
senting the other type are expressed in terms of buoyancy forces. The modified equations lead to a
conceptually useful analog model for internal gravity waves in a liquid. For a constant gravity field
the linear equations are also applicable to large displacements. Classical examples for a constant

gravity field are discussed as illustrations.

1. INTRODUCTION

HE theory of wave propagation in a fluid subject
to a gravity field has been the object of analytical
treatment by many authors in the classical literature.
One may distinguish acoustic-gravity waves rep-
resented by the propagation of large-scale disturb-
ances in the atmosphere. This represents the more
general case where the propagation is governed by
the combined effect of compressibility and gravity.
The particular case of an incompressible fluid
corresponds to pure gravity waves occurring in a
heavy liquid of nonuniform density. They may be
internal gravity waves if they occur in the body of
the fluid and are governed by the density gradient
or density discontinuity. They include surface waves
as a particular case of density discontinuity.

The propagation of gravity waves in heterogeneous
liquids has been treated by Love, Burnside, Rayleigh,
Lamb. (Classical references will be found in Lamb’s
treatise,’ p. 378.) These studies were initiated
already in the late nineteenth century.

General equations for small motion of a gas about
a state of equilibrium in any constant field of force
have been derived by Lamb (see Lamb’s treatise,’
p. 554). Many applications have been discussed by
Bjerknes® in the context of meteorology. In a recent
book Eckart® has treated extensively the problems
of hydrodynamies of the ocean and atmosphere. The
traditional procedure is founded on Euler’s equations
of fluid dynamics where the motion is described by
a velocity field.

1 H. Lamb, Hydrodynamics (Cambridge University Press,
New York, 1932). [Reprinted by Dover Publications, New
York, 1945.]

V. Bjerknes et al., Physikalische Hydrodynamik (Springer-
Vel;la,g, Berlin, 1933).

Eckart, Hydrodynamics of Oceans and Atmospheres
(Pergamon Press, Inc., New York, 1960).
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The present paper is concerned with a funda-
mental approach of a different nature. The theory is
developed from the standpoint of the fluid displace-
ment instead of the velocity field. In this formulation
the coordinates of a given fluid particle are con-
sidered as functions of the initial coordinates and
the time. The equations constitute a special case
of the theory of elasticity and elastic wave propaga-
tion under initial stress derived by the writer in
1940.* By inserting a zero value for the shear
modulus the equations reduce to that of a fluid
under initial stress. This reduction is trivial and
tmmediate.

While the results obtained from the viewpoint of
the elasticity theory are completely general there is
need for a more complete treatment and discussion
in the case of a fluid.

Our purpose here is to present such a treatment
in rigorous and systematic form for a fluid in a
nonuniform body force field.

General equations for the motion of a fluid
perturbed from equilibrium are derived in Seec. 2.
A class of equations is obtained which is applicable
for large displacements provided the displacement
gradients remain small.

By further linearization with respect to the
displacements it is possible to derive two essentially
different types of equations as shown in Sec. 3.
In what we have called the ‘“‘unmodified form’’ the
equations embody the viewpoint of the theory of
elasticity. Mathematically equivalent ‘‘modified
equations” can be derived which emphasize the
viewpoint of the mechanics of fluids by introducing
the buoyancy forces. The modified equations are
closely related to Euler’s equations.

¢ M. A. Biot, J. Appl. Phys. 11, 522 (1940).
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The case of an incompressible fluid is treated in
See. 4. It includes internal gravity waves In a
nonhomogeneous liquid. A conceptually very useful
analog model is derived for this case. It is shown
that the motion is the same as in a fluid free of
gravity provided we add elastic forces, proportional
to the displacement, distributed inside the fluid and
at the free surface.

Particular forms of these equations for the case
of a constant gravity field are discussed in Sec. 5
leading to classical results.

Use of the displacement field equations instead of
the Eulerian description has many advantages. It
provides a clearer and more general physical descrip-
tion, and leads immediately to variational principles.
These principles will be derived in the next paper.’

The displacement-field equations also provide a
link with the theory of elasticity and a unified theory
applicable to both fluids and solids. This is partic-
ularly useful in the analysis of composite fluid—solid
media. The equations considered as a particular case
of the theory of elasticity will be derived in a
third paper.® '

2. DYNAMICS OF A FLUID CONTINUUM UNDER

INITIAL STRESS

Consider a fluid in a state of equilibrium under
a body force field. This state of equilibrium will be
referred to as the ‘“‘initial state.” The force field
acting on the fluid per unit mass is represented by
its components

X, = X:(@). 2.1)

They are functions of the coordinates x, y, z des-
ignated in abbreviated form as z. The initial stress
in the fluid is an isotropic stress field designated as

S = S(z) 2.2)
represented by the initial fluid pressure changed in

sign. The initial mass density of the fluid is a function
of the coordinates

p = p(x). (2.3)
No relation is assumed a priors between p and S with
the implication that the fluid may be heterogeneous.
The distribution of heterogeneity may be chosen
arbitrarily. The only requirement of this initial state
is that the fluid be in mechanical equilibrium, hence
that the following equation be satisfied:

88/0x; + p(@)X(x) = 0. (2.4)
This equilibrium condition implies a relation between
the body force field and the density. In vector

§ M. A. Biot, Phys. Fluids (to be published).
6 M. A. Biot, Phys. Fluids (to be published).
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notation this relation is written
curl (pX) = 0. (2.5)

Let the fluid be disturbed from equilibrium by a
small perturbation. A mass particle originally at the
point z, y, 2 is displaced to a point of coordinates
& n, . We write

t=z+ u, t=z4+w. (2.6

The components of the displacement vector of the
particle are u, v, w. We shall designate the co-
ordinates £, 5, ¢ by £ and the components u, v, w
by u;. Equations (2.6) then assume the abbreviated
form

7=y +v,

& =z, + u,. (2'7)

Consider now the dynamical equations for the
fluid in this perturbed condition. We shall assume
here that in this perturbed motion the fluid particle
behaves as a frictionless fluid. Hence the stress in
the perturbed fluid remains isotropic. A fluid particle
originally at point z; has moved to the point &,.
The isotropic stress on the displaced particle has
now become o, its density o/, and its acceleration is
a;. The dynamical equations for the motion of this
particle are

00/0¢: + p )X &) = o'(Bla.. (2.8)

These equations are expressed in terms of the coor-
dinates ¢; as independent variables. The problem is
to transform these equations so that the original
coordinates x; become the independent variables.
‘An equivalent form of Egs. (2.8) is

(00/0x,;)(0x;/0¢,) + o' X = p'a.. (2.9

The usual summation rule is assumed in the notation.
The partial derivatives dz;/0%; are easily expressed
in terms of the inverse derivatives by the standard
procedure. We write the total differentials

dé; = (3¢:/0x;) dz; (2.10)
and solve this system for dzx;,
dz; = (1/)M,; d¢;; 2.1
hence
dz;/dg; = (/)M ;. (2.12)
The Jacobian of the transformation (2.10) is
3% 0 o
dr dy 9z
— |91 91 9n
J = % oy ozl 2.13)
9¢ 8¢ of
dr dy oz
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The cofactors of this determinant are M ,;. They are
the partial Jacobians with suitable signs. They
contain terms which are linear and quadratic in the
displacement gradients du,/dz;. In evaluating M ,;
we shall introduce the assumption that the displace-
ment gradients are small quantities such that their
squares and products may be neglected. This is
equivalent to the condition that the strain and
rotations are small. However, no such restriction is
imposed on the magnitude of the displacement u;.
Under these conditions we may write

M;; =1+ ed,; — du,;/dz,. (2.14)
In this expression ¢ is the dilatation
ow _ duy
-i— -I- %~ oz, (2.15)
and §;; is the Kronecker symbol
51',' = {1 L= (216)
0 73

Substituting the partial derivatives (2.12) into Egs.
(2.8) and taking into account the law of conservation
of mass

p=pJ, 2.17)
we derive
M,; 3s/3z; + p()X.(®) = o(®)a;. (2.18)
The stress ¢ on the particle may be written
o= 8 +s, (2.19)

where —s is the pressure increment. If it depends
only on the dilatation we write

s = e (2.20)

with an incremental bulk modulus A. We may choose
it to be either the isothermal or adiabatic modulus.
Again by assuming the deformation and rotations
to be small we retain only the terms which are linear
in the displacements gradients. With this approxima-
tion we may write
do __ 9y, GS

M”%”&Z'F 6x ax ax

(2.21)

When substituting this expression in Eqs. (2.18)
we take into account the equilibrium condition (2.4)
for the initial stress field and write
38/0z; + p(@ X8 = p(x)AX; (2.22)
with
=X z(g)

- X (). (2.23)
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Equation (2.18) becomes
ds 6S ou; 48
o, T Com, " on, am, T PAX T 0 (2:29)

The acceleration which appears on the right-hand
side is

= 0%u,/0l. (2.25)
Hence the dynamical equations are
__du; 88 _ iu_
ax te ax, oz, ox; + pAX: = p FY-I (2.26)

With suitable initial and boundary conditions they
determine the displacement field u; as a function
of time. The initial mass density p(x) and the initial
stress S(x) are given functions of the initial coor-
dinates x;.

Note that Egs. (2.26) are not necessarily linear in
the unknown displacements since AX, are explicit
functions of u,.

Coriolis acceleration. When the frame of reference
is rotating the acceleration a@; must include a
Coriolis term. This is easily included in the above
equations by introducing the antisymmetric matrix

0 —q Q,
[ﬂii] = Qz 0 - 9, s
-9, Q, 0

(2.27)

where Q,0,0, are the components of the angular
velocity of the frame of reference. In this case the
acceleration in Eq. (2.24) is replaced by

a; = 3u;/9f + 29Q;; du;/0t. (2.28)

3. MODIFIED AND UNMODIFIED EQUATIONS

The general equations (2.24) may be written in
a different form by introducing two assumptions.
We assume that the body foree is derived from a
potential U, i.e.,

X, = —aoU/oz,. (3.1)
In addition we shall linearize AX; by writing
X, U
AX, = ax ui = “‘axi axi u,'. (3.2)

It is well known that the existence of a body force
potential implies that in the equilibrium state the
surfaces of constant density coincide with equi-
potential surfaces. This is readily established by
combining Eqgs. (2.4) and (3.1). We find

_aﬁaU 9o aU

dx; dx;  dx; 6:c (3.3)
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This equation implies that the body force X, and
the density gradient dp/dx; are parallel vectors.
Under these assumptions it is possible to derive
dynamical equation of two essentially different types
as will now be shown.

With the value (3.2) the dynamical equations
(2.24) are written

9, 38

o2, T ¢ox, o, 0w,

axi axi axj P 6x1~ ax:; (3-4)

u; = pa;.

We shall refer to them as the unmodified equations.
In this form the equations are the same as those
obtained directly for the linearized equations of
elasticity for an initially stressed continuum®* as will
be shown in another paper.’

Another equivalent form of Eqs. (3.4) is obtained
as follows. We put

s = 8" -+ pu; 9U/dx;. (3.5)

Substitution in Eqs. (3.4) taking into account Egs.
(2.4) and (3.1) yields

ds’
ax;

ap:

Y (3.6)

— peX; — u;X;

pai.

We shall refer to these equations as the modified
equations. By using Eq. (3.1) the variable s is also
written

s = s+ ou; X;. (3.7

The interest of the modified form lies in their
physical interpretation and intuitive value.

To show this we rewrite the value (3.7) of s’ by
taking into account the equilibrium condition (2.4)

3.8

This expression shows that s’ is the increment of
stress at the fized point z..

On the other hand, let us look at the terms
containing the body force in Eq. (38.6). Taking into
account relations (3.3) we write

dp _ x 9.
o, X dz;

8 =8 — u; 48/dz;.

peX,; + u; X; (pu;). (3.9)
These terms represent the buoyancy force on the
fluid in a fixed volume of space. It is directed
normally to the equipotential surface. To the first
order this buoyancy force and the acceleration a,
may be considered as values at the fixed point x;.

With this interpretation Eq. (3.6) becomes
intuitively self-evident as expressing Newton’s law
for a fluid particle at the fixed point.

Attention is called to an important property for
the case of a constant gravity field. In this case

BIOT

AX; drops out and linearization is not required.
Hence for a constant gravity field the modified
equations (3.6) are equivalent to Eqgs. (2.24) and
are therefore applicable to large displacements.

Relation to Euler’s equations of fluid dynamics.
Using relation (3.9) the modified equations (3.6)
become

os’
ax;

g
— X: 5;:—1 (pu;) = pa;. (3.10)

This result is closely related to the equations derived
from fluid dynamics. Euler’s equations are

W) p

”<at T o 6x,~) = T, T A% GID
where v, and p denote the fluid velocity and pressure
at the fixed point x,. Taking the time derivative

of Eq. (3.11) neglecting higher order terms yields

Th_ 0 (1) 4 x, 2
Pt = Tam \at) T X ar (3.12)

The equation of conservation of mass is
dp/0t + 0(pv;)/0x; = 0. (3.13)

Hence, eliminating dp/dt between the last two equa-
tions we obtain

9%, d (9 3

P = Tom <j£> - X oz, (pvs).
This result is identical in form with Eq. (3.10).
The velocity v; replaces the displacement u; and
—9dp/ot replaces s’. Dividing Eq. (3.10) by an
infinitesimal time interval At yields Euler’s equations
(3.14) in the limit.

(3.14)

4. ANALOG MODEL FOR INTERNAL GRAVITY WAVES
IN A LIQUID

In an incompressible liquid we put

e=0 (4.1)

in the modified equations (3.6). They are simplified to
" dp

axi Uin axi = pa,». (4.2)

Equations (4.1) and (4.2) are four equations for s’

and the three displacement components ;.

They are identical with the dynamical equations
for a liquid snetially stress free with distributed body
forces acting on the fluid particles proportionally to
their displacement from equilibrium.

This new physical system may be considered as an
analog model for the actual fluid under initial stress.

The stress in the model is ¢’. It is different from
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the stress in the actual fluid. The incremental stress
s in the actual fluid is related to the model stress s’
by Eq. (3.7),

§ =8 — puiX,-. (4:-3)

This shows that a free surface in the actual fluid is
not a free surface in the model. By putting s = 0in
Eq. (4.3) the following boundary condition in the
model is obtained:

S, = W,‘X,’. (4.4)
Since X, is normal to the free surface we may write
s = pu,X, (4.5)

where u, is the normal displacement and X the
normal component of the body force.

Hence at the surface of the model we must apply
a normal force s’ per unit area, proportional to the
boundary normal displacement. If the body force is
directed inward at the surface this force acts in
opposition to the displacement as an elastic re-
storing force. In that case it is stabilizing. In the
opposite case it acts as a negative elastic force and
is destabilizing. This corresponds to the so-called
“Taylor instability.”’

The body force of the model can similarly be
looked upon as a positive or negative elastic force
applied to the fluid particles per unit volume. We
may write

—u;X; 0p/0z; = —(u,X dp/om)n;,  (4.6)

where n; is the unit normal to the equipotential
surface with dp/dn equal to the normal derivative
of the density along the same direction. We see
that if X and dp/dn are of the same sign, expression
(4.6) represents an elastic restoring force. Hence it is
stabilizing. If X and dp/dn are of opposite sign the
force is destabilizing.

If there is a surface of discontinuity for the density
we may think of it as a thin layer through which the
value of the density varies rapidly from p;, to p..
By integration across the thickness expression (4.6)
becomes a force per unit area —u,X(p: — pi)7:
applied to the surface of discontinuity. This includes
the boundary surface which may be considered as
a density discontinuity by putting p, = 0.

Hence if the liquid is composed of layers each of
which is of constant density, the analog model is
obtained by applying forces to the discontinuity
surfaces including the free surface.

5. CONSTANT GRAVITY FIELD

With a vertical z axis positive upward a constant
gravity field of acceleration ¢ is represented by the
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components
X, = (07 O) _g)' (51)
The unmodified equations (3.4) become
9 ow
gz P99 T PR
s w i)
ay " Py T Pap (5.2)
s, . ow_ dw
9z Py Pg 9z P Py

Equations of this type were also proposed earlier by
the writer.* To these we must add Eq. (2.20) for s.
By the change of variable

’

(5.3

taking into account that p is a function of 2z only
equations (5.2) become

s’ =5 — pgw

o’ _ du

ar  Per

ds’ %

’5& =p 5’[2' ’ (5.4)
ds’ dp _ 9w
oz TPoetwgT = e

They correspond to the modified form (3.6) of the
general case. As already pointed out, Eqgs. (5.2)
and (5.4) are equivalent for the case of a constant
gravity field and both applicable to large displace-
ments. Equations equivalent to Eqs. (5.4) but
slightly different in form were also proposed by
Eliassen and Kleinschmidt’ using the same displace-
ment field.
For a liquid we put ¢ = 0. Hence

o _ P

or  Poar

ds’ %

oy PP (5.5)
ds’ de 8w
az+wgdz_pat2.

These equations represent the analog model. If
dp/dz is negative the body force in the model is a
restoring elastic force wg(dp/dz) proportional to the
vertical displacement. At the surface of the model
a restoring force is also applied. Its value per unit
area is

s = —pgw. (5.6)

7 A. Eliassen and E. Kleinschmitt, in Handbuch der Physik,
edited by S. Fliigge (Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1957), Vol. 48,
p. 52.
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As an illustration we apply Eqgs. (5.5) to the classical
case of two dimensional motion in an ocean of con-
stant depth 2. We put

u=%, v =0, w=—%, (5.7)
and
= exp (thx — 1wi)f(2).
This solution satisfies the condition ¢ = 0 of

incompressibility. Substitution of the values (5.7)
into Egs. (5.5) yields two equations for s’ and f.
By elimination of 8’ we are left with a Sturm~Lion-
ville equation for f.

d < df

LY 4 L@ -wy=0. 69
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We have put
2 1d

w, = —¢g

@
P %—V.

(5.9)
The parameter V is the phase velocity along =z.
The boundary condition at the surface is derived
from equations (5.5) and (5.6) and is written

df

7 (5.10)

-
The other boundary condition at the rigid bottom
isf=0.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

This work was supported by the Air Force Office
of Scientific Research under contract No. AF-
49(638)-837.



	Foreword
	Papers:
	Titles
	Full Citation
	Abstracts

	About M.A.Biot
	Domains
	Keywords
	Copyrights
	Acknowledgments
	List of Papers:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	20a
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	68
	69
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89
	90
	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144
	145
	146
	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158
	159
	160
	161
	162
	163
	164
	165
	166
	167
	168
	169
	170
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179


